Induction of tolerance to DNCB-contact sensitivity in guinea pig fetuses.
1. Female guinea pigs made tolerant before pregnancy do not transfer tolerance to their offspring. This result favours the concept of cellular mechanism of tolerance. 2. Guinea pig fetuses become tolerant when exposed to the tolerogen in the last two weeks of pregnancy. This is due to active tolerization by the tolerogen passing the placental barrier. 3. Fetuses exposed to the antigen earlier did not develop tolerance. This is due to immunological immaturity rather than to insufficiently developed vascularization. No functional active depot of tolerogen is formed. 4. Guinea pigs become immunologically mature between the 54th and 61st day of fetal live.